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not been convicted of a crime.
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“... We obtained the risk scores assigned to more than 
7,000 people arrested in Broward County, Florida, in 2013 
and 2014.”

“... We checked to see how many were charged with new 
crimes over the next two years, the same benchmark 
used by the creators of the algorithm.”
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FN rates: If you are a white defendant 
who went on to reoffend, you are less 
likely (than a black defendant) to have 
been labeled as high risk.

FP rates: If you are a black defendant 
who did not go on to reoffend, you are 
more likely (than a white defendant) to 
have been labeled as high risk anyway.

Note: Whether someone is charged again is also biased – factors like police prevalence 
may be correlated with race, example. (Orthogonal to the math we’ll discuss.)
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rates.
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